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Poverty
Poverty is a social problem because it is a factor that entails negative impacts on the economic activities of an individual such as religious and cultural discrimination, lack of education, corruption, overpopulation, and unemployment (Macionis, 2011). Moreover, poverty is a variable determinant on one’s socio-economic class which means a person’s or group’s position in a hierarchical social design which is primarily depended on a combination of variables like education, occupation, wealth, income and place of residence. Additionally, poverty is a social problem because it implies a lack of necessary capabilities to take part in activities effectively in society. Poverty encompasses susceptibility to violence as well as living in fragile or marginal environments with limited access to clean water.
The problem of poverty as a social issue originated from the high cost of living in the United States of America as well as the increasing gap between the people living in poverty and the rich in the society. The median wage of families relinquishing in poverty is far below the poverty threshold at approximately $9500 per year. In America, the fact remains that about half of working-age adults living in poverty are unemployed. The issue of poverty has been severely affecting American families for a while (Macionis, 2011).
The social ills that are sparked by poverty include higher mortality rates, higher crime, hunger, and homelessness. Children born in poverty-stricken homes usually have limited access to educational opportunities, unlike their counterparts from wealthier families. Moreover, they also lack the support network to guide them towards positive directions. Thomas et al. (2018) posit that due to lack of opportunities, the more issues manifest in extra apathetic kids who get held up in disastrous choices that hold them hostage in the poverty cycle such as addiction and teen pregnancy.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The groups that are most affected by poverty include families with children because the costs of living go high when a child is born, and the family income reduces when parents cut back on catering for childcare. Single parents are also likely to live in poverty than couple families. Additionally, people living with a disability are strongly linked to living in poverty since they encounter multiple barriers to work, and children with disabilities have numerous demands to the families which are beyond their financial capacity. Workless household and certain ethnic minorities in the United States are likely to be severely affected by poverty (Thomas et al., 2018).
Two groups that gain from poverty as a social issue are government employees and the group that is classified as poor. The value of benefits and pay package given to the average government employees stood at $112874, while in the private sector was estimated at $67000 in 2015.
The issue of the haves dramatically differs from those of the poor. People living in developing societies are usually fighting against diseases and infectious diseases, but in developed societies, the battle is mainly against lifestyle-related diseases. This implies that the most hurt groups are the have-nots in society. According to Jay (December 2017), in the US, no one is immune to being poor because there is virtually zero regular coverage of the poor in America. Many pages of information and countless hours aim at discussing wealthy celebrities.
Personally, poverty has affected me since I cannot afford a minimum standard of living. Although my parents have come a long way in fighting poverty through several investments and business, the progress appears slow. The problem has recently escalated because affording some basic needs has been a problem in the recent past.
To alleviate poverty, the government should create more jobs that pay decently across its population. Every American need a full employment policy as well as substantial investment in modern education and strategies aimed at developing skills if it means seriously getting out of the economic disease.
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